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ADVERTISEMENT. 


ILL I had finiſhed the 

| following letter, I did not 

know who was the author of the 

work I had been animadverting 

on. Then I ſaw in an advertiſe- 

ment, that Courtney Melmoth, 
Eſq; was the author of it. 

This, I muſt own, at firſt quite 
ſtartled me, for I had conceived 
a better opinion of his heart aud 
abilities, He lately ſeemed to have 
employed ſome of his time for 
the good of religion, * but how 
greatly is he fallen off ! 

Alas! it is certain that we are 
all fallible,. In this impious per- 
formance 


a The beautiful and ſublime of ſcripture. 


ii ADVERTISEMENT. 
formance he hath demonſtrated 
the eccentricity of the human 
genius. But, may I ſuppoſe, that 
he is like a whimſical architect, 
who on the morrow will pull 
down what he had built, and 
approved of, yeſterday. Unleſs * 
he did it ironically to try the 
efforts of his genius in the ſacred 
cauſe, and at the ſame time in 
Beart diſclaim all pretenſions 
thereto. 

In another work, very unfa- 
vourable to the purity of his mo- 
rals, he hath pointed out to the 
reader the road to vice; which, 
according to his pretence, he aim- 
ed to guard againſt. For the 
deſcription of the /t ſcenes con- 


1 tained 
2 Pupil! of Pleaſure. 


ADVERTISEMENT. iii 
tained in that work, is ſolely cal- 
culated to ſtimulate the paſſions 
of unguarded youth, which, eve- 
ry body knows, are too ſoon put 
in a ferment without the admo- 
nitory incitement of an abandon- 
ed preceptor. 

This preſent work of his will 
admit of no ſoftening terms, as 
its evil tendency is ſo evident. 
The author ſays that there is no 
bad deſign in it. But this is only 
his bare 1% dixit, I differ toto 
celo from him in that reſpect. 

I ſhould have ſaved myſelf the 
trouble of writing this advertiſe- 
ment, had it not been for the 


diſcovery of the author's name. 
For 


8] iv ADVERTISEMENT. 
1 For the juſtneſt of my obſerva- 
tions in the following letter, I 
appeal to the candour of the pub- 
| lic in general, but particularly to 
* all chriſtians. Infidels may be 
[| chagrined at them; let them, if 
3 they pleaſe. A chriſtian ſhould 
| omit nothing that is in the leaſt 
inſtrumental to awake them out 
| of their fatal lethargy. 
1 TIL only wiſh that they may re- 
turn from the evil of their way, 
and embrace the doctrine of the 
goſpel, and ſo avoid the impend- 
ing judgment of the omnipotent 
6 God, who is holy in all his ways, 
and juſt in all his works. 
E | > —_— 
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LETTER, Ge. 


SIR), 


edly defended, it becomes 
the part of every Chriſtian to 
ſtand forth in behalf of his re- 
ligion. To this I am compelled 
from a real conviction of the truth 
of it. The evidence for it is fo 
plain to the impartial . 

B at 


V HE N infidelity is avow- 


4 A LETTER To 
that none but an hardened infi- 
del would renounce it. 
As this is the caſe, I hope, Sir, 
that you will carefully read this 
letter, and weigh its Contents 
with impartiality. Believe me, it 
will give me great ſatisfaction if 
you ſhould in the leaſt be bettered 
by it. That is my motive for ad- 
dreſſing you in this public man- 
ner, and may not the goodneſs of 
my intention be fruſtrated. 

To come to partieulars. Where 
Sir, you firſt mention the object 
of your publication, . You aſſert 

„ that it is a confirmation of 

* what Doctor Smith hath ad- 

"ou weer, with regard to the vir- 

Fuer 
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4 t1es of his deceaſed friend Da- 
« vid Hume, Eſq; and farther you 
« declare it to be a philoſophical 
« plea for the juſtice on which 
« his aſſertion, is founded. 
But his aſſertion, as well as your 
confirmation, is founded in error. 
So your philoſophical plea turns 
out good for nothing. This will 
plainly appear to any perſon who- 
takes an impartial view of his life 
and writings. 

But this. is beſide my preſent 
buſineſs, your performance more 
nearly engageth my attention. 
In the examination of which you 
muſt expect to be dealt with, as 

| By h you 
* Addreſs to William Strahan, Eſq. 
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4 A LETTER To 


yon have dealt with others. This, 
Sir, is equitable, though it be not 
ſo handſomely as I could wiſh. 
Lou fay, that « Your thoughts 
«« indeed have been thrown upon 
paper in haſte,” but in praiſe 
of your own work, you aſſure the 
public that « they are not haſty 
„ thoughts.” It would have been 
more modeſt had you omitted this 
ſel-praiſe. For if they be not 
« haſty thoughts, I think you 
have caſt a great reflection on your 
genius. But why do I mention ge- 
nius? This performanceis noproof 
of it. Here atleaſt it hath deſerted 
you. The ſþ:rit is evaporated. Tis 
Rudis 
* 6 Addreſs to William Strahan, Eſq. 


CouRTNXEVY MELMOTH, Eſq. 5 
| —Rudis Wen moles. 
Ovid. 

I ſhall not examine all the in- 
accuracies contained in it ; that, 
indeed would be too tedious a taſk 
as they are ſo numerous. Your 
periods are very ftiff, as you have 
ftrangely tranſpoſed your words, 
and in ſome places you have of- 
tended againſt the rules of gr 
mar, 922 
In och Fee addrefs, as 
you pretend to be guided by 
« the independent ſpirit of ſci- 
« entific inquiry,” * you, Sir, 
ſhould have explained that 
« extraordinary ſomething, which 
« being 


410 alten Addreſs. (Pompous words). 


6 A LETTER To | 
being betwixt ſuperſtition and 
« popery pleads in favour of the 
0 worlt ſpecies, of enormity.” * 
What would you place . betwixt 
« ſuperſittion and popery? This 
certainly is Ignorantia Argumenti, 
for ſuperſtition is the genus, and 
popery the ſpecies of it. Pray, Sir, 
what do you make popery to be 
in your creed ? Is it not ſuperſti- 
tion? Is not the religion of the 
papiſt wrongly directed? If it be 
ſo (which it moſt certainly is) 
then it of courſe follows that po- 
pery is ſuperſtition. The one 
does not oppoſe the other, though 
the degrees of ſuperſtition may be 


greater 


12 Preliminary Addreſs, 


CouRTNEY MELMOTH, Eſq. 7 
greater or leſs according the dif- 
| ferent tenets of men; yet in that 
caſe its nature is not altered, it re- 
mains ſuperſtition ſtill. So your 
endeavouring to place a ſomething 
betwixt theſe #409 near relations is 
downright nonſenſe. e. 

What a ſtrange ſentence is the 
following in the preceding. page 
of your addreſs? Where, Sir, 
were your thoughts flown when 
you wrote it? Be you in earneſt, 
or were you only dreaming? 

Conſider it and then judge better 
for yourſelf. *< The. proſtitu- 
« tion of chriſtianity, or, in other 
« words, the chriftian religion 

« made 


a This ſentence hath been taken notice of in 
the London Review for May, 1777. 


8. ALzTTER To 

« made uſe of as a cloak to cover 
« the moſt irreligious purpoſes, 
« is more fatal to the ſupreme 
“ povernor of the world, and to 
« his ſubordinate creatures, than 
« a much. greater latitude of 
« principle than was indulged by 
« Mr. Hume.” Can any thing 
be «© fatal to the pers go- 
vernor of the world“? No cer- 
tainly. Nothing can augment 
or diminiſh his independent feli- 
city. He is all in all, God bleſ- 


ſed for ever. 

It is diveſting the Deity of his 
prerogative to aſſert that any thing 
can be fatal to him. Was that 

the 
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CouRTNEY MELMOTH, Eſq,g 
the caſe, the idea of a ſupreme 


governor would be loſt. For 
how could he be reckoned fu- 


freme, if he ſuffered any thing to 
prove fatal to himſelf. This doc- 
trine of yours is ſimilar to the no- 


tions of the pagans contained in 


their ancient mythology. There, 
Jupiter is repreſented as control- 
led by fate. * 90, Sir , yau repre- 


ſent the ſupreme governor of the- 
world, in ſaying that any thing 


is fatal to him. 


It may plainly be ſoda that * 
% Zealots * you ironically mean 
chriſtians. This was a term uſed 


by Hume to the ſame purpoſe. 
C Say 

2 11 Preliminary Addreſs, b 15 Prelimi 
r 
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20 ALZTTER To 

Say you, David Hume is 
dead, and well had it been for 
chriſtianity, if his dangerous te- 
nets had died with him. But, 
alas! that is not the caſe. They 


are diffuſed abroad in the world 
to the great detriment of reli- 


gion. 
You ſay, that the laſt ſcene 


ant 1s lately painted by himſelf.” 


« and that every touch of it 
« correſponds,” corroborates,and 
« confirms thoſe which preced- 
* ed it.. This I allow to be 
the caſe, for in his laſt moments 
he acted as an infidel, juſt as "the 
+ lived before. oe 


1 
ag Apol. Here with is wanting, © 2 Apol. 
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1 paſs this judgment on his 
principles, from his external be- 
haviour, This is all that we can 
do. We cannot form juſt ideas 
of the internal diſpoſition, that is 
hidden from us ſhort-ſighted 
creatures, as it is the peculiar 
prerogative of an all-ſeeing God. 

Heav'n's ſov'reign faves all beings but 

himſelf, 
That hideous fight, a naked human heart. 


Young. 
Was man endowed with this 
knowledge, it would be the ſource 
of ſtrange * in the 


world. d 
Now, Sir, let me LES a 
queſtion to you on the ſubſequent 
declaration of yours. gut it is 
C.2 „ 


12 A LETTER To 
« leſs the deſign of theſe papers 
te to defend Hume's principles, 
« than to ſhew upon the beſt 
« authority, that he was earneſt 
« in what he wrote, and that 
« through every part of his life, 
ec even to the very moment of 
« his death, he made precept and 
« practice go amicably hand in 
e hand together.” May not the 
greateſt villain or impoſtor act in 
confarmity tohisprecepts ? other- 
wiſe what end will it ſerve? If 
there be a diſagreement between 
precept and practice, can a man 
of any ſe& or denomination ex- 
pect to gain proſelytes? The fol- 
lowing 


* 11 Apol. 


3 Ja n 
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lowing a perſon's own precepts of 
a vile tendency, does not conſti- 
tute his goodneſs, but vice verſa 
his badneſs. _ Wh. 
It demonſtrates that he is ob- 
ſtinately hardened in the purſuit 
of his own vicious ways, and will 
by no means deviate from them, 
that «© precept, and practice may 
« amicably go hand in hand to- 


_ «« gether.” Hume, as you ſay, 
was in this fituation, But pray 
Sir, avoid the Sait, for a chriſtian 


will pronounce it to 10 nn 
dangerous. 


Many have been the 50 
of men brought to the . fatal tree, 
who have been fo far hardened in 


im- 


14 A LETTER To 
impiety, as to ſpurn at all exhor- 
tations relating to a future ſtate. 
Nothing ſerious affects them. And 
as they had lived without the fear 
of God before their eyes, ſo they 
ruſh impenitently 1 into that world 
from whence no ſpirit ſhall return. 
Thus, when a torpor hath be- 
numbed the active principle with- 
in them, at that deciſive criſis 
oy act «all of a piece.” 

To brand the profeſſors of chriſ- 
ianity with the appellation of 
vain-glorious boaſters, indicates 
the erroneous turn of your heart. 
You would have them ſhut their 
mouths, in order that every intru- 
der might trample their religion 
under foot, and that the advocates 

| for 


CouxThey. MzLMor EH, Eſq. 15 
for infidelity might triumph. 
But, thanks be to God, they will 
not gain their point quietly. 
Learned champions have already 
ſtood forth in the church, and it 
is hoped will continue ſo to do till 
the end and conſummation of all 


things, to the utter Wb of 
the infidel. 

Chriſt hach promiſed to remain 
with his church until the end, 
which promiſe he will moſt aſ- 
ſuredly perform. This ought to 
ſtagger the arrogant ſons of —_ 
delity. 4 

Then, by his W 1 2 
* will not be wanting to 
maintain the purity and truth of 


the doctrine of his Goſpel. In 
that 


« r — 
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16 A LETTER To _ 
that « Life and immortality are 
1 brought to light. It is ſu- 
periour to all the ſyſtems of phi- 
loſophy, that are now, or ever have 
been, maintained by different ſects 
in the world. It bath made a 
triumphant progreſs throughout 
the world amidſt the moſt violent 
perſecutions; and in that it fo 
much prevailed, it ridepegth * | 
finger of God, 

Now were Fs ae of 
chriſtianity to be ſilent, when i in- 
fidels are undermining it, that 
would be giving up the cauſe. 
Then every vice would put the 

| "A 


2 2. Tim. i, 10. 


CouRTNEY MELMOTH, Eſq. 17 
interpretation of aba on a 
connivance. 


If infidels begin the Ack, 
they muſt expect to contend with 
the champions of chriſtianity. 
But as their's / infidelt is a bad 
cauſe, the arguments they bring 
in fupport of it are tranſparent, 


and ſo they are the more eaſily 
confuted. Sometimes, indeed, they 


are a confutation of themſelves. 


The infidel is obliged to ſkulk be- 


hind a thouſand evaſions. But 
the chriſtian profeſſor. will not 
ſhut his mouth at the command 


of an infidel, that would be baſely 


betraying the cauſe of his heaven- 
ly maſter. 


D When 
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When human paſſions are at- 
tributed to the deity {which you 
ridicule, 36 Apol.) in the ſacred 
records, it is done out of a con- 
deſcenſion to our finite capacities. 
God acts by us as a very tender 
and compaſſionate father, pro- 


vided we obey him, and walk in 


his ways ; but at the ſame time, 
he is a ſevere judge, if we prove 


diſobedient by following the vain 


and wicked imaginations of out 
own hearts. This is compatible 
with his juſtice. 

Rewards on the one hand are 
propoſed toallure mento holineſs, 
and on the other hand, puniſh- 
ments. are threatened to deter 
them 


CourRTNEY MELMOTH, Eſq. 19 
them from fin. But it is the 
grand aim of infidelity to explode 
this. ſalurary doctrine as fallacious. 
But as Dr. South ſays, Let the 
«© moſt acute and learned unbe- 
4 liever, demonitrate that there 
c is no Sell; And if he can, he 
« fins ſo much the more rationai- 
« /y; otherwiſe if he cannot, the 
« caſe remains doubtfulat leaſt-; 
« but he who fins oh ſinateiy does 
«© not act as it were Jo much as 
« doubtful; for if it were certain 
«« and evident to ſenſe, he could 
«« do no more; but for a man to 
found a confident practice upon 
<< a diſputable, principle, is bru- 
<< tiſhly to outrun his reaſon, and 
"234 45 4.x i WW a << to 
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« to build ten times wider than 
« his foundation. In a word, I 
« look upon this one ſhort con- 
«« ſideration (were there no more) 
« as a ſufficient ground for any 
| « rational man to take up his re- 
« ligion upon, and which I de- 
| 

| 

| 


« fy the ſubtleſt atheiſt in the 
« world ſolidly to anſwer, or 
« confute ; namely, that it is good 
« to be ſure,” * 
As you proceed on, you inti- 
mate your intention of publiſh- 
ing a treatiſe « to give a fuller - 
« proof of a ſomething,” which 
you ridiculouſly name fo ; but it 
is to be feared that about this 


ſomething 
* South's nag Vol. ii. 23. * 39 Apol. 
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CouRTNEY MLMor R, Eſq. 21 
ſomething you will ſay nothing to 
the purpoſe, and that by endea- 
vouring to “ clear it from rub- 
biſh,” you will miſtake the 
point, and give the world ſome 
of your incoberent jargon, that is 
nothing, or what is worſe than 20- 
thing. If you will liſten to good 

advice, ſuſpend this intended work 
of yours. 
Vou have very . and 
unjuſtly handled our modern no- 
bility, by animadverting ſo Sala- 
ly on the contemptible ignorance 
of the moſt part of them.* It 
would be a happy circumſtance if 
they were all ignorant of Hume's 
dangerous 


8 39 * v 43. Apol. 


22 ALT TER To 
dangerous philoſophy. Ignorance 
in that reſpect, would be ſuperior 
to knowledge. 

Many of the nobility, all muſt 
allow, ſhamefully neglect the cul- 
tivation of their mind. But had 
you in the leaſt conſidered right, 
you would not have been ſo ſe- 
vere, in your determination of a 
| matter, which NOW, I muſt plain- 
ly tell you, your judgment is in- 
capable of deciding. Many of 
noble birth have ſhoxe, and do 
now ſhine in the literary world. 

You, Sir, again contemptu- 
ouſly ſay that the «© modern great 
„ (who are but too commonly 
<< the leaſt of all God's little at- 


cc toms) 


CouxTNEY MELMOTH, Efq. 23 
«. toms) muſt be amongſt the 
«« worſt judges of literary merit”, 
*I hope, that, fince you have 
degraded the nobility, as uſe- 
leſs members of Society, you 
don't deſign to fit in the critical 
chair. To be ſure, you have a 
deal of vanity and aſſurance, elſe 
you would have treated great fol 
with more civility. 

A contempt of the great is ge- 
nerally affected. A man who 
hath courted their favour, and 
found his aſſiduity repaid with 
indifference, hath in ſelf-defence 
recourſe to a pretended indifference 
or an arrogant abuſe. Noble pa- 
trons have been from the earlieſt 

Gs Þ 
* 45 are. 


24 A LETTER To 
ages enrolled in the liſt of the 
learned. Beneath their favour the 
fineſt %% ms of genius have been 
foſtered. 
But . contempt or neglect like 
the tyrannous breathing of the 
North hath probably checked 
your buds from blowing. Thrown 
out of their circle as you are, and 
diſcountenanced by their frowns, 
you are left to take your ſeat a- 
mong thoſe authors, who turn 
criticks out of ſþzte, and abuſe 
their betters from e 
ment. | 
From your exceptions of „ 2 
Bolinbroke and a Shaftsbury, 
in 
®* Shakeſpear. b 46 Apol. 


CouRTNEYMELMOTH, Eſq. 25 
in your very ſhort catalogue, may 
not I conclude what is the drift 
of your mind. Such as their prin-- 
ciples were reſpecting religion, 
ſuch are yours. This preſent work 
of your's is a plain proof that 
you have imbibed their princi- 
ples. Any perſon may eafily 
find out your ironical ſcoffs a- 
gainſt chriſtians. 

If this be too ſevere, I TR par- 
don, but unleſs you relinquiſh 
your ſceptical tenets maintained 
in this work, I cannot with pro- 
priety retract this charge of infi- 
delity. ä 

As you proceed, you have a 
quaint phraſe ſuitable ro your odd 

E taſte, 


26 ALIZTTER To 
taſte. By adopting the great man's. 
language, namely to keep the 
« poor devil of an author from 
« ſtarving” Youlittle thought it 
I ſuppoſe,applicable to yourſelf in 
one reſpect. Provided you were 
only to live by your literary merit, 
I believe you would make many a 
ſcanty meal. Then you would be 
put to your ſhift to jog the el- 
« bow of the public“ (as you 
finely expreſs it) in the beſt man- 
ner you poſſibly could. It is 
every one's intereſt to make the 
beſt of a bad market. 

Tobi ocaus/ey, was a wile ſaying 
of -ohe of the Grecian ſages but 
it ſeems not to fall within the 

circle 


49 Apol, 
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circle of your comprehenſion, or 
it may be, you prudently paſſed it 
by. For you condemn the futi- 
lity of: the performances of others, 
without conſidering the deficien- 
cy of your own. But: you be plea- 
ſed to cheriſh your favourite /e/f- 
partiality, and give littlè to the 
merit of others. This by the 
way; You ſay that you“ have 
been copious on the ſubject of 
« dedications to ꝓlace it in a pro- 
per light.“ It muſt be owned 
you have been Zoo copious. My 
patience is tired, on account of 
Killing my time, and all for noth- 
Ing. In law, Sir, it is a maxim 


p 

; 
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1 
1 
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verba haud nocent, but this is out 

of the way of your performance. 
Give me leave here to put in a 


word or two. He that thinks 


with me will ſay that you have 
placed it in an ignominious and 
invidious /:ghf, both with reſpect 
to patrons and dedicators. And 
now to put your obſervations in 


the cleareſ} hight they deſerve, 


commit them immediately to the 


flames, that is the beſt method 


you can'take ; it will prevent the 
public from being farther impoſ- 


ed on. | 


With ſome degree of modeſty 
you aſſert that you * do not 
« 'preſume to ſay how far Hume's 

philoſophy 
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e philoſophy was right or erro- 
«© neous in its principle, and that 
« it is ſufficient for you to con- 
« vince any heſitating reader of 
his confiftency with himſelf. © 
But you be inconſiſtent with your- 
ſelf, when forgetting his, you 
roundly affirm in the cloſe of your 
addreſs to one of the people cal- 
led chriſtians, „ that David 
« Hume's ſyſtem, upon account 
« of the rectitudè of his life, can- 
« not be wrong, your memory 
is ſhallow, or I may imagine, that 
when your apology was juſt fep- 
. ping abroad, you would not de- 
tain it, or call it back again. 

This 


73 Apol. 
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This in a journey, by the vulgar 
is reckoned unluchy. And you 
would appear to be of that c/afs, 
ſince greatneſs with you is the 
badge of ignorance, and to be 
ſure, no one who thinks himſelf 
| che, would be counted a witling, 
but rather make a buſtle to avoid 
ſuch a mortifying imputation. 
: In another place of your work, 
6 | you allo coincide with thenotions 
Ly | of Hume. When you appeal. to 
| 


* " 
— — —  — * — * 
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the world, whether they 
« would not wiſh to die like 
Hume, his death gains your ap- 
probation, but this militates a- 
Jon” what you had ſaid before, 
namely 

"94 Apel. 


fon, e 
* 
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namely, that you do not pre- 
„ ſume to ſay how far Hume's 
cc philoſophy was right or erro- 
ce, neous in its principle. 
To repeat your words, © who: 
« would not wiſh after reading 
„ this-account, * that their end 
« may be like his? Not J, be- 
lieve me. And I would adviſe 
you to conſider the matter more 
minutely. Compare carefully the 
Syſtem of Hume with the chriſtian, 
and then, I hope, you will conſign 
Hume's to utter oblivion. It is my 
hearty wiſh that all may obtain 
everlaſting ſalvation in the day of 
the Lord: Jeſus Chriſt. | 


But 


d Written by Dr. Black. 
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But it is to be feared that men 
of libertine principles will come 
ſhort of the glory of God, ſince 
they ſo obſtinately ſtrive againſt 
him. It is the mark of extrava- 
gant madneſs. to diſbelieve, as the 
certainty of the goſpel is ſo irre- 
fragable. With ſuch the deity is 
only v4/onary, and religion agreat 
impoſture. But what can the in- 
fidel ſay to this text, the juſt 
hall live by faith, or to this. 
delivered by Paul and Silas to the 
jaylor when he aſked what he 
ſhould do to be /aved ? Say they, 
«© believe in the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
« and thou. ſhalt be ſaved: and 
thy 


2 Rom. 1. 17, 


CouRTNEY MELMOT R, Eſq. 33 
« thy houſe” Conſider this and 
tremble all ye that are advocates 
for infidelity, and learn to die 
the death of the. eee be- 
liever. 

The character you give Lord 
Cheſterfield is invidious and ſple- 
netic; but here, Sir, don't you 
miſtake me. I do not mean to 
be an advocate for his /;g hf tenets, 
But as he was a nobleman, he 
falls under your coarſe laſb. There 
is both a right and a dark ſide of 
his character. You have omitted 
the bright, and have held forth 
to the public view only the dark, 

Say you reflecting on his abili- 
« ties, a little ſpark will make a 


| 1 &« large 
* Ads, xvi. 31. 


34 ALZTTER To 
c large luſtre in a Lord. 
Hume was a man of ſenſe. It is 
ſo much the worſe for that, the 
public hath the more reaſon to 
lament. His ſenſe was proſtitu- 
ted to a very vile purpoſe. Says an 
ingenious writer, have we not a 
recent, and ſignal inſtance, how 
% far wit can ſet wiſdom at defi- 
« ance,andwith its artful brillian- 
ces dazzle common underſtand- 
„ ings? That noble author ſmiles 
« at a certain text, of which J 
«© ſhall make a ſerious uſe, namely, 
4 Vhen the ſons of God came into 
«<c the daughters of men they begat 
«« giants; So, when great talents 


« fall 
102 Apol, Lord Bolingbroke, 


- 
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« fall in love. with mean purpoſ- 
<< es, they beget errors of an en- 4 
«« ormous ſize, both in opinion 

. 


La) 


« and in life. What more en- 
* ormous than to let infidelity 
gather ſuch ſtrength, even in 
« our decline, as to ſtand the 
ce terrors of a death-bed, and be- l 
«© queath proud legacies of its 
% poiſon to the world ? Is not | 
* this ſtretching out our bold- 

« neſs even beyond the day of 

«« trial ? carrying the war into 

« the borders (if I may ſo ſpeak) 

«« of that dread being we dare op- 

“ poſe? and deſperately preſum- 

ing to atchieve that in our 

grave, of which a Julian, of e- 

E qual 
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«« qual genius, tho' not of equal 
“ guilt, deſpaired on a throne ; 
« and that the greateſt on earth? 
Julian was for defeating one 
«« prophecy; my Lord is for ex- 
„ punging them all, and with 
like ſucceſs viciſti Galilæe may 
ſerve for both. 
To return to Hume. Vou, 
Sir, ſay, that contrary to Lord 


Cheſterfield, his moſt abſtract re- 


A 


£ 


| ſearches were in favour of a 


«© behaviour perfectly irreproach- 
« able. I muſt call this in 
queſtion. Can it be irreproach- 


able todiſhonour God? No cer- 


tainly, the anſwer is obvious. 
| I 
* Young 4 Vol. 108. 106 Apol. 


CouxTNEY MELMOTH, Eſq. 37 
T can by no means bear witneſs 
that “ he was a lover of decen- 
cy, order, and decorum An 
Author of ſuch pernicious doc- 
trines, as Hume's were, demon- 
ſtrates that he was not a lover 
«of decency, order and decorum.” 
Due reverence is commanded to 
be paid to earthly princes ; but 
how much greater is due to the 
king of kings and lord of Jords ? 
What can be a greater tranſgreſ- 
ſion againſt «« decency, order, and 
« decorum” than towithold rever- 
ence from ſuch a dread being, in 
whoſe fight the heavensarenot clean? 
» This Hume did, by attempting 
pr to 
106 Apol. * Apol, Ib. 


S Wir Toro” 
to make the world diſbelieve 
chriſtianity. 

Vou further call Lord Cheſ- 
terfield a frivilous compound 
« of whim, wickedneſs, cunning 
« and congee. * All this you ſay 
« Hume would have diſcarded 
« with diſdain.” * And ſo do J 
Hume's notions which are inimical 
to, and ſubverſive of chriftianity. 

Again, Lord Cheſterfield 
«- pillaged his ſyſtem from the 
« dancing maſter, the perfumer, 
« and the devil. This I ſup- 
poſe is to crown the whole. It is 
ſtrange, how you ſhould be let in- 
to his arcana, as to be convin- 


| ced 
* 110 Apol. Þ 113, Apol, 112. Apol, 
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ced that the devil dictated 
what he wrote. Admirable con- 
ceit ! Hume, you ſay, « pur- 
«« ſues a philoſophy, which with 
« all its. exceptions gives coun- 
ce tenance neither to the follies 
« of a coxcomb, nor the meaneſs 
«© and miſchief of an hypocrite.” 
But then, let me aſk you, can you 
deny, but that it countenanceth 
infidelity? As for its exceptions 
they are many and great, too ma- 
ny for me to enumerate here in 
this letter. 
You allow that the noble lord, 

whom you have ſo much repro- 
** « paſſed upon the world 


6 for 
Ib Apol. 112, 
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« for a mighty good chriſtian crea- 
« ture. So may Hume accord- 


ing to his ſyſtem, and your de- 


fence of it for a mighty good infi- 
del. | 


You, Sir, have encountered 


one of the people called chriſtians 


in a droll way, as you term it. 
But with all its drol/ery it is done 
very much at the expence of your 
heart and bead. 

In your apology, you mention 
ed that your favourite Hume, the 
infidel, „from his phileſophy, 
« was entirely conſiſtent with 
« himſelf, all of a piece! But 
here, Sir, what do you ſay, «© The 


cc beſt 
2 113 Apol, 
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% beft men upon earth are in 
ae proportion to their ſenſibility, 
« the moſt fuſceptible of thoſe 
„ occaſional diſorders (mention- 
„ ed page 143) nor can all the 
«« religion, or fortitude, or phi- 
„ loſophy in the whole world 
x prevent it.. Here you allow 


Hume to have been diſcompoſed 


<© ſometimes (if all the philoſophy 
« in the world cannot prevent 
it“) a man that is diſcompoſed 
ſometimes, is not always conſiſt- 
ent with himſelf, Hume was dif- 
compoſed ſometimes, therefore he 
was not always conſiſtent 00S 


bine 


G And | 
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And what does he ſay himſelf, 
after mentioning the ill ſucceſs 
of the firſt publication of his 
treatiſe on human nature, I ve- 
« ry ſoon recovered the blow. 
does not the word blow imply 
that he was ſomewhat diſcom- 
poſed ? Again, ſays he, I had 
% the mortification to find all 
« England in a ferment on ac- 
« count of Dr. Middleton's free 
% inquiry; While my perfor- 
« "mance was entirely overlooked 
6 and neglected. Here morti- 
fication al ſo implies a diſcompoſure 
and upon this account he can- 
not be ſaid to be entirely con/itent 


with 
« Life 8. d Life 12. 
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with himſelf, Now, Sir, you 
ſee that your argument of entire 
conſiſtency is deſtroyed, and on 
this you ſeem principally to build. 

The name of Beattie too affec- 
ted him in a particular man- 
ner whofe philoſophy, which 
you treat with great contempt, 
will be read and approved of 
when this performance of yours 


will be laid by. And you may 


take this conſolation to yourſelf 


and ſay. 


Deferar in vicum vendentem thus & odores, 
Et piper & quicquid Chartis amicitur ineptis. 

| | | Hos, 

To proceed. You inſiſt, «« that 
« Hume's philoſophical ſyſtem 
G2 1n- 
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<< inculcated every thing praiſe- 
« worthy.” This, indeed, is 
« ſaying a great deal, in praiſe 
* of an infidel, when the con- 
trary is ſo obvious to every im- 
partial reader. 

In that coſe, you allow it to "a 
praiſe-worthy to overthrow the 
chriſtian religion. This, it is 
true, is conſonant to the doctrine 
of Hume and his advocates. 

Though you cannot ſee any 
« diſtinct difference“ between 
the laſt moments of Hume and 
Hooker, I can ſee a very diſtinct 
one, „though I am no bigot, 
10 cathullaft, or enemy to human 

learn- 
„ 156. 


88 
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« learning.“ The latter (Hook- 
er died like a true chriſtian, the 
former (Hume) like an infidel. 

You only make a partial com- 
pariſon. For you compare but 
two paſlages, namely, „ did 
«© Hooker labour to be at peace 
« with all men? So did Hume, 
«© who had no enemies, on which 
* he wiſhed to revenge himſelf. 
«« Did Hooker live to ſee that 
ce this world is made up of per- 
« turbations? So did Hume“ 
This is all the compariſon you 
make. But by ſo doing you have 
omitted the moſt material differ- 
ence between the laſt moments 
of Hume and Hooker. 


Hooker, 


158. Þ 156. 


R 3 
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Hooker, being a learned and 
pious man, was an active ſervant 
of his maker and redeemer. He 
after mentioning the hour of 
« making his account with God, 
« whom he had loved in his 
« youth, * fays, © that he had 
«© laboured to have a conſcience 
void of offence towards him.” 
Could Hume, or did he, fay ſo ? 
He had endeavoured tooverthrow 
the religion eſtabliſhed by his 
well-beloved fon Jeſus Chriſt. 
In that tuation he could not ſay, 
that he was void of offence to- 
wards God. For, ſays our adore- 
able Saviour. He that deſ- 


piſeth me, deſpiſeth him that 


ſent 
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ſent me. And again. He 
« that honoureth not the ſon, 
« honoureth not the father.” * 
To return again to Hooker, 
ſays he, „I plead not my right- 
eouſneſs, but the forgiveneſs 
« of my unrighteouſneſs, through 
e his merits, who died to pur- 
* chaſe pardon for penitent ſin- 
cc ners. Here is a grateful 
mention of his bleſſed Saviour. 
Such ſentiments as theſe did not 
proceed out of the | mouth of 
Hume. 0 
Hooker wiſhed * he could 
e live to do the church more 3 
«« ſervice. in propagating the, 
goſpel 
Luke x. 16. * John v. 23, 
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goſpel. But contrary to this, 
Hume wiſhed to live. that he 


« might have the ſatisfaction of 


« ſeeing the downfal of fome of 
« the prevailing tems of ſu- 
r/tition.” Here he means 
the downfal of the chriſtian re- 
ligion. 
At that crifis he alſo hghtly 
mentions Charon and his 62at, as 


1f he had been guided by the dim 


taper of pagani/m. We know he 
refuſed to be led by the glorious. 
light of the goſpel. That did 
not at all ſquare with his ſcep- 
tical tenets. . | 

Books of amuſement, at he 


point of death are alas! but 
badly 


CouRTNEY MELMQTH, Eſq. 49 
badly calculated to ſooth the 
man, who hath any thought of 
the immortality of the ſoul. But 
that principal part of man, ac- 
cording to the ſyſtem of Hume 
was mortal,ſo books of amuſement 
ſuited his taſte. In that caſe (viz 
reckoning the ſoul mortal) he may 
be ſaid to have died like any of 
the brute creation. 

This doctrine of annibilation 
may pleaſe the hardened ſinner. 
It is his fatal intereſt. 


uit only makes Annihilation gain. 
| Younc. 


But if there be an after reck- 
oning (as there moſt certainty 
will be) how will he appear be- 

H fore 
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fore the tribunal of his offended | 
judge. 

On the contrary the righteous 
believer i is greatly relieved from 
his diſtreſſes in this world, by 
the plealing proſpect of immor- 
tality in the next. 


Tis immortality, *tis that alone, 
Amid Life's Pains, Abaſements, Emptinel, 
T he ſoul can comfort, elevate, and fill. 
| YouNs. 


Then her death how inex- 
preſſibly will his joy be augment- 
ed. To his P comfort 
he will find. . that the ſuffer- 
« ings of this preſent time, are 
not worthy to be compared to 
« the glory which ſhall be re- 
« vealed in Bim. 


Let 


a Rom. viii 18. 
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Let this ſuffice to ſhew the 
difference between the laſt mo- 
ments of Hume and Hooker. 
You pretend, that you can ſee 
no difference. The old adage is, 
© none are blinder, than thoſe who 
e will not ſee,": You here fall un- 
der this denomination. 

Now, Sir, I ſhall be very con- 
ciſe in what I have to ſay more. 
I with for your own ſake, that 
you would carefully peruſe the 
holy ſcriptures. They will make 
you wiſe unto falvation, Reject 
the doctrine of vain phileſo phy, 
and ſtudy the inſpired writings 
with attention. They compoſe | 
a very ſolemn - book, By the 


words 
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words contained in it,Sir,you and 
I, and all the world beſides, muſt 
be judged, and ſentenced to bliſs 
or miſery at the laſt tremendous 
day. Terrible will be our lot if 
we ſcornfully neglect this volume. 
But if we live up to the /aws 
contained in it, eternal bliſs wil 
be our reward. 


Tam, Sir, 
Your very ſincere 


Well-wiſher, and 


Humble Servant, 


A CouN TRY CURATE, 


